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Quiz #3

1. Give a minimal pair for [k] vs. [f]

kin [kɪn] vs. fin [fɪn]

lack [læk] vs. laugh [læf]

What does this minimal pair show about [k] and [f]?

Are they contrastive or complementary?

What does this mean?

[k] and [f] are allophones of two different phonemes.



Quiz #3

Given the word “timelessness,” give me its…

Form:
Meaning:
Lexical category:

How many morphemes are there, and what are they?

/tɑɪmlɪsnɪs/ or /tɑɪmləsnəs/

the value of not belonging to a particular era

noun

three: time ‘the passage from moment to moment’ + 
less ‘without’ + ness ‘makes an adjective into a noun’



[ʧɪmpænzi]

1. What is this word?
2. How many syllables does it have?
3. How many morphemes does it have?
4. What are they?
5. If there are any affixes, are they 

inflectional or derivational?
6. What is the word’s form?
7. Meaning?
8. Lexical category?

chimpanzee
three

one
chimpanzee

N/A

/ʧɪmpænzi/

an ape with black fur that is smaller than a gorilla

noun



[bɹn̩ɪŋ]

1. What is this word?
2. How many syllables does it have?
3. How many morphemes does it have?
4. What are they?
5. If there are any affixes, are they 

inflectional or derivational?
6. What is the word’s form?
7. Meaning?
8. Lexical category?

burning
two

two
burn ‘to decompose while on fire’ + ing ‘present progressive’

-ing is inflectional

/bɹn̩ɪŋ/

to be decomposing while on fire

verb



[hʌts]

1. What is this word?
2. How many syllables does it have?
3. How many morphemes does it have?
4. What are they?
5. If there are any affixes, are they 

inflectional or derivational?
6. What is the word’s form?
7. Meaning?
8. Lexical category?

huts
one

two

hut ‘smallish shelter’ + s ‘plural’

-s is inflectional

/hʌts/

more than one smallish shelter

noun



[ɑɪ]

1. What is this word?
2. How many syllables does it have?
3. How many morphemes does it have?
4. What are they?
5. If there are any affixes, are they 

inflectional or derivational?
6. What is the word’s form?
7. Meaning?
8. Lexical category?

eye
one

one
eye ‘ocular organ’

N/A

/ɑɪ/

ocular organ

noun



[ɑɪ]

1. What is this word?
2. How many syllables does it have?
3. How many morphemes does it have?
4. What are they?
5. If there are any affixes, are they 

inflectional or derivational?
6. What is the word’s form?
7. Meaning?
8. Lexical category?

I
one

one
I ‘myself ’

N/A

/ɑɪ/

myself

(pro)noun



[flɑɪz]

1. What is this word?
2. How many syllables does it have?
3. How many morphemes does it have?
4. What are they?
5. If there are any affixes, are they 

inflectional or derivational?
6. What is the word’s form?
7. Meaning?
8. Lexical category?

flies
one

two
fly ‘flying insect’ + s ‘plural’

-s is inflectional

/flɑɪz/

more than one flying insect

noun



[flɑɪz]

1. What is this word?
2. How many syllables does it have?
3. How many morphemes does it have?
4. What are they?
5. If there are any affixes, are they 

inflectional or derivational?
6. What is the word’s form?
7. Meaning?
8. Lexical category?

flies
one

two
fly ‘to move through the air’ + s ‘3rd-person progressive’

-s is inflectional

/flɑɪz/

to move through the air

verb



[kʌpfl]̩

1. What is this word?
2. How many syllables does it have?
3. How many morphemes does it have?
4. What are they?
5. If there are any affixes, are they 

inflectional or derivational?
6. What is the word’s form?
7. Meaning?
8. Lexical category?

cupful
two

two
cup ‘a small drinking vessel’ + ful ‘capacity’

-ful is derivational

/kʌpfl/̩

the capacity of a small drinking vessel

noun



[bʊkstɔɹ]

1. What is this word?
2. How many syllables does it have?
3. How many morphemes does it have?
4. What are they?
5. If there are any affixes, are they 

inflectional or derivational?
6. What is the word’s form?
7. Meaning?
8. Lexical category?

bookstore
two

two
book ‘bound reading material’ + store ‘place to shop’

N/A

/bʊkstɔɹ/

a place to shop for books

noun



[skɹt̩s]

1. What is this word?
2. How many syllables does it have?
3. How many morphemes does it have?
4. What are they?
5. If there are any affixes, are they 

inflectional or derivational?
6. What is the word’s form?
7. Meaning?
8. Lexical category?

skirts
one

two
skirt ‘legless garment for the legs’ + s ‘plural’

-s is inflectional

/skɹt̩s/

more than one legless garment for the legs

noun



[tɑlɹ]̩

1. What is this word?
2. How many syllables does it have?
3. How many morphemes does it have?
4. What are they?
5. If there are any affixes, are they 

inflectional or derivational?
6. What is the word’s form?
7. Meaning?
8. Lexical category?

taller
two

two

tall ‘long from foot to head’ + er ‘comparative’

-er is inflectional

/tɑlɹ/̩

more tall

adjective




